Cyclin A1 expression and associations with disease characteristics in childhood acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
A critical cell cycle regulatory protein, cyclin A1, has been implicated in the development of acute myeloid leukemia (AML). Here, we have examined the expression and clinical significance of cyclin A1 in childhood acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). Cyclin A1 was highly expressed in lymphoblastic leukemic cell lines and in 22 of 30 ALL patients (73%). Cyclin A1 expression correlated with patient age (P=0.006), but not with cytogenetic abnormalities. Patients with high levels of cyclin A1 had poorer event-free survival (57.9%) compared to patients with lower levels (75%).